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Robert Albert Watts, M.D. passed away on January 1, 2025 at home
surrounded by his loving family. Robert was born on April 2, 1930 in Dora,
Alabama to Clark Watts, Sr. and Henrietta (Finch) Watts, who both preceded
him in death. He was the second youngest child born to this union. On
September 26, 1964, he married the love of his life Arvis V. (Allen) Watts, who
survives in Washington, DC. 

 

As a teenager, Robert moved to Pittsburgh, PA, where he graduated from
Schenley High School in 1949. After high school, he attended Tennessee
State University and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree, Pre-Med
track in 1953. While there, he was initiated into Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., Beta Omicron Chapter, on November 18, 1950. 

 

A firm believer in the power of education, Robert continued to pursue higher
education at Howard University College of Medicine, where he obtained his
Doctor of Medicine degree in 1957. 

 

From August 1958 - August 1960, Robert was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Naval
Reserve, Medical Corps, where he served in Japan. He also served at the



U.S. Naval Hospital in Philadelphia, PA, where he brought comfort and relief
to many of the sick and injured of the armed services. 

 

When Robert was looking for a place to establish his private practice, he
settled in Lima, Ohio and practiced Family Medicine there from 1961 until his
retirement in 2003. For 42 years, Robert was the first African-American doctor
in Lima that treated all races, and his patients included multiple generations
within families. He was a part of the medical staff at Lima Memorial Hospital
and St. Rita’s Medical Center. 

 

While in Lima, he was involved in the community and held leadership roles in
many community-based organizations, including the Bradfield Community
Center and Mizpah Community Center. 

 

After 60 years in Lima, Ohio, Robert and Arvis moved east to Washington, DC
in 2021 to be closer to their children, Robert Aaron and Allison Ann. Robert
joined St. Micheal’s Truth Church and worshiped there regularly. 

Robert enjoyed listening to classical music, classic Hollywood cinema, reading
multiple newspapers and magazines, Sunday brunches, and traveling the
U.S. and abroad with his wife and family. He will be missed by all that knew
him in the Lima, Ohio and Washington, DC communities and we appreciate
his time, dedication and sacrifices made. 

 

Robert is survived by his wife of 60 years, Arvis V. Watts of Washington, DC;
son, Robert Aaron Watts of Washington, DC; and daughter, Allison Ann Watts
of Washington, DC. 

 

Robert was preceded in death by his brothers, Benjamin Watts; David Watts;
Clark Watts, Jr.; James Watts; Booker Watts; Ernest Watts; and Charles Watts
and sisters, Marjorie Johnson; Dorothy Draper; and Evelyn White. 



Robert’s service will be on Thursday, January 16, with visitation from 10:00
am - 11:00 am and the funeral beginning at 11:00 am at St. Michael’s Truth
Church/Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church (South Campus), 4915 St. Barnabas
Rd., Temple Hills, MD. Rev. Emmanuel F.Y. Grantson, Ph.D., will officiate the
service. Entombment to follow at Fort Lincoln Cemetery, 3401 Bladensburg
Rd., Brentwood, MD. Repast immediately after back at the church. 

Memorial contributions may be made online to Tennessee State University
Foundation in memory of Robert A. Watts c/o 1953 or via USPS to TSU
Foundation, 3500 John A. Merritt Blvd., Campus Box 9542, Nashville, TN
37209.



Cemetery Details

Fort Lincoln Cemetery

3401 Bladensburg Road
Brentwood, MD 20722

Previous Events

Viewing

JAN 16. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
4915 St. Barnabas Road
Temple Hills , MD 20748

Service

JAN 16. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Our Savior Lutheran Church
4915 St. Barnabas Road
Temple Hills , MD 20748
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Marshall-March Funeral Homes - January 18, 2025 at 03:18 PM

View and Download the Funeral Program

Marilyn B. Thomas - January 16, 2025 at 11:41 AM

Marilyn B. Thomas lit a candle in memory of
Robert Watts,

Edna O. - January 16, 2025 at 10:14 AM

Edna O. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
Robert Albert Watts, M.D..

Rev. Payne and family - January 15, 2025 at 10:07 PM

Rev. Payne and family purchased the Full Of Lov
e Bouquet for the family of Robert Albert Watts,
M.D..

https://storage.lifetributes.com/Tributes/7969313/pdf/funeral-program.pdf?cb=f065a3fd-9486-442f-a74b-756824685ee8
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 15, 2025 at 07:10 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Robert Albert Watts, M.D..

January 15, 2025 at 07:10 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Robert Albert Watts, M.D..

Aaron Watts - January 15, 2025 at 10:33 AM

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
 Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

 Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
 I took the one less traveled by, 

 And that has made all the difference. 
  

-- Robert Frost

Juanita Green - January 14, 2025 at 07:19 PM

Your life was well lived and a inspiration to all, you will be missed
uncle Bob. Love your neice Dee Dee.

https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


WA

JG

JG



William Anderson - January 14, 2025 at 05:14 PM

Dr Robert was my family Dr from 1962 when I was born till the
late90.s he delivered me at St Rita's Hospital thank God for a great
Dr and his wonderful service thru out the years ...the first black Dr in
Lima ohio who was a Dr to all races prayers to the Watts family be
blessed

Juanita Green and Sierra Green - January 14, 2025 at 10:45
AM

Juanita Green and Sierra Green purchased the A
rrive in Style for the family of Robert Albert Watts,
M.D..

Juanita Green and Sierra Green - January 14, 2025 at 10:45 AM

Juanita Green and Sierra Green planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Robert Albert Watts, M.D..

January 07, 2025 at 06:32 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Robert A. Watts, M.D..

https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 07, 2025 at 06:32 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Robert Albert Watts, M.D..

Marshall-March Funeral Homes - January 07, 2025 at 10:42 AM

We the March Family and Marshall-March Staff wish to extend our
deepest and heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one.
Our prayers go out to you and your family in your time of loss. We
know and understand that you have received many expressions of
love and we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories
you cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow
and comfort you always.

https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

