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January 19, 1927 - April 2, 2021

OBITUARY 
 

Peacefully, on April 2, 2021 Mary Ethel Whitley Sherard went home to be with
her Lord. Mary Ethel was the youngest daughter of the late Howard and
Maggie Whitley. Preceding her in death was her beloved husband Ulysses L.
Sherard of 53 years and her devoted sister Demerice Bernice Whitley Erwin. 

 

Mary Ethel was educated in her early years in the Public schools of
Washington, D.C. She graduated from the historic Richard B. Harrison High
School in Selma, North Carolina. She attended Winston- Salem’s Teachers
College for two years and finished her education at Strayer Business College. 

 

Mary Ethel worked for the U.S. Navy Department, where she met her future
husband and partner Ulysses L. Sherard; this union lasted 53 years. They
were married December 22, 1951 at the home of her parents in Washington,
D.C. To this union two daughters were born, Ursula Bernice and Irene Maggie.

Mary Ethel worked for Department of the Navy, Department of Health
Education and Welfare and United States Department of State, Agency for
International Development for many years as an Executive Secretary for
Foreign Service Officers; where she was recognized with many awards for her
outstanding service. 



Mary was raised in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. She was a
member of Turner AME church in Washington. D.C. and later joined John
Wesley AME Zion, with her husband after the deaths of her parents. She
joined under the pastorship of the late Dr. E. Franklin Jackson. As a member
of John Wesley AMEZion Church , she served actively in: the January Club,
Funeral Repast Committee, Missionary Society, Deaconess Board, Flower
Guild, and Sunday School Teacher and remained a faithful active member
until her death. 

 

Mary Ethel and her husband lived in Dallas, North Carolina for a number of
years and attended Humphrey Chapel, AME Zion church in Dallas, North
Carolina. They entertained many John Wesley church members while visiting
to North Carolina.. This was her husband’s childhood church. They later
returned to Washington, DC in 1998. 

 

Mary Ethel and the late Lillian McCormick were the co-founders of two social
clubs, the “Merry Mixers” and “The Futurelite Clubs”. Mary Ethel loved to
travel; she and her husband traveled around the United States by train going
to cities: Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles and New Orleans. She also enjoyed
cruises and traveling to Bermuda, Rome, Italy, Barcelona, Spain, French
Rivera, London, France, Cancun, Canada and Belize, South America. 

 

Mary leaves to mourn and cherish the memory of her life, her two daughters,
Ursula Bernice Sherard and Irene Sherard Franklin; one son-in-law Drew
Franklin; two nephews George (Sandra) Sherard of Winston-Salem, North
Carolina and Richard Erwin Jr. of Yadkinville, North Carolina; and a host of
relatives and friends.



Cemetery Details

Gastonia Memorial Park

Gastonia, NC 28054

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Marshall-March Funeral Homes - The District of Columbia
4217 Ninth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20011
(202) 723-1250
info@marchfh.com
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com

Service

APR 10. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Marshall-March Funeral Homes - The District of Columbia
4217 Ninth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20011
(202) 723-1250
info@marchfh.com
https://www.marshallmarchfh.com
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Marshall-March Funeral Homes - April 09, 2021 at 11:41 AM

To View the Webcast of the Funeral for Mary E. Sherard, Please
Click the Link below.

October 23, 2023 at 08:15 AM

Mary E. Sherard

Evans family - April 25, 2021 at 08:52 AM

Remembering the family in this time of sorrow. May you draw
comfort from God as he help you to cope with the heavy weight of
your loss. Truly sorry for your loss.
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Mae Frances Frazier - April 10, 2021 at 11:31 AM

Soror Sherard Franklin, you and your family are in our prayers and
thoughts today and in the days ahead. We pray that God will
continue to strengthen each of you and give you peace beyond all
understanding. God bless you all. 

  
Your Sorority Family, 
Phi Sigma Chapter, Washington, DC. 
Soror Mae Frances Frazier, Chaplain 

 Soror Geneva Logan, Spiritual Team Member 
 Soror LaJuana Myers-Brewer, Spiritual Team Member 

 Soror Paulette Caldwell, Basileus

Edna Broadhurst - April 10, 2021 at 10:48 AM

I remember Mrs. Sherard. I will miss seeing her when we go back to
the Sanctuary. The family has my DEEPEST SYMPATHY. Praying
for your comfort and strength now and always. 
 
Edna Broadhurst

Thomas Widgeon - April 07, 2021 at 02:30 PM

Sorry For Your Loss, Jesus Christ Loves Me,
We Love You



Marshall-March Funeral Homes - April 06, 2021 at 10:18 AM

We the March Family and Marshall-March Staff wish to extend our
deepest and heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one.
Our prayers go out to you and your family in your time of loss. We
know and understand that you have received many expressions of
love and we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories
you cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow
and comfort you always.


