Barbara Mae Bassett
September 20, 1932 - June 30, 2024

Barbara was born “Bobby” Mae Roberts to Julius James and Mittie Bell
Roberts on September 19, 1932 in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Surrounded by her
family, she entered her heavenly home on June 30, 2024.

Barbara’s early education began in the 1940’s in Evanston, lllinois. Her family
later settled in Washington, DC where she attended Shaw Junior High School
and graduated from Margaret Murray Washington Vocational High School for
Design.

Mother would spend a great deal of her time sketching clothing and was an
excellent seamstress. She designed her own wedding gown and homecoming
dress which led her to be crowned Homecoming Queen. Her love for fashion
and design allowed her to be accepted into Parsons School of Design in New
York City in 1952 and was offered career opportunity in Europe as a Fashion
Designer.

At an early age, Barbara knew the importance of having a relationship with
Christ and she accepted Him as her Lord and Savior, which began her
Christian journey.

In the early 1950’s she met James Theodore Bassett, Jr. and the two entered
a marital union. Through this union, they were blessed with one son, James
Theodore Bassett Il and one daughter Bernada Ann Bassett. Also, within this
union, Barbara gained bonus children who she graciously accepted as her
own.

Mother had a heart of gold and a desire to serve. During the 1970’s she and



her family joined Goodwill Baptist Church in Washington, DC. As a dedicated
member, she actively participated in various ministries including the choir and
the Usher Board. In 1986, Barbara relocated to Capitol Heights, Maryland
where she joined and remained a faithful member of Abyssinia Baptist Church
under the leaderships of the late Rev. George E. Davis, Sr. and Rev. Dr.
Robert W. Trice, Jr. Barbara continued to walk in her passion and served in
several ministries such as, the Outreach Ministry, the Love Club, the Floral
Club, the Greeters Ministry, the church choir, a faithful member of Noon Day
Prayer, and a dedicated servant to the PG County Good News Jail and Prison
Ministry.

Her desire to serve beyond the church doors continued as she cared for her
mother who was a resident at Carroll Manor Nursing Home. She saw this as
an opportunity to share the Gospel of Christ with the residents and invited
their participation in Noon Day Prayer. The success ignited Carroll Manor to
dedicate transportation for the residents to Abyssinia monthly for over 10
years. Even after the passing of her mother, Barbara remained devoted to the
work of Noon Day Prayer and regularly volunteered at the Nursing Home.

Throughout her life, she was known as a hard worker who was reliable,
responsible, and committed in all her endeavors. Ms. B’s (work name) career
involved a great deal of her providing service to others. For 33 years she
worked at Woodworth and Lothrop Incorporated (Woodies) as a Tape
Librarian in the Computer Data Center. After retiring in the late 90’s, Barbara
then went to work at Walter Reed Army Medical Center where she worked
with the Wounded Warriors as the Community Recreation Division
Receptionist. She enjoyed leading the warriors on trips and hearing their
stories. One of her favorite events was hosting some of the remaining
Tuskegee Airmen for a day. She was so honored. Barbara built a special bond
with her co-workers. She made each of them feel special in her presence and
loved them as family.



Barbara had an exciting social life. She formed the LeJoce Devivre Social
Club for Women. In the early 1970’s she joined the Order of the Eastern Star
and became a member of Prince Hall, P.H.A., Eastern Star Redemption
Chapter 14 of Washington, DC. This allowed her to gain lifelong friends that
filled the void of being an only child.

Barbara had class and beauty. She was dressed to impressed, her make-up
was flawless, and was always camera ready (with a box Kodak camera). If
you really knew Barbara, there was always a stack of Gospel Tracts and
sweet treats for every occasion! She loved her cookies and peppermints!

Barbara loved to travel. Some of her favorite stops were to Chicago and
Arkansas to visit relatives. She enjoyed the presence of her family and looked
forward to Sunday dinners, a legacy that has remained strong for almost 70
years. We are eternally grateful that Barbara lived 91 years. She had the
opportunity to build a special bond with all her grandchildren and many of her
great-grandchildren.

She leaves behind to carry on her love to serve the Lord and her passion for
others to her son James Theodore Bassett Il (Vernetta), and her daughter
Bernada Ann Bassett, (Ulysses “Chubb”). Her bonus children: Patricia, Gloria
and Brenda. Seven grandchildren: Sherian Bassett, Satoriea Warren
(Quentin), Robyn Bassett, Bernard Peoples, Andrew Peoples, Rashidah
Harris, and A'lLiyah Bassett. Bonus grandchildren: Samone, Darshae, LaTia,
Aaron, Tawanna, Sylvester, Darnell, Pam, Derrick and Valerie. Eight great-
grandchildren: Chloe, Zoey, Dru, Sky, Madison, Rico, Grayson and Cori.
Bonus great-grandchildren: Tanaja, Niciera, Romel, Charlie, Zy’aire, Zara,
Zendaya and Treasure. And a special God-daughter Carolyn Holmes.



Cemetery Details

Fort Lincoln Cemetery

3401 Bladensburg Road
Brentwood, MD 20722

Previous Events
Visitation

JUL 19. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Abyssinia Baptist Church
4705 Addison Road
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Service

JUL 19. 11:00 AM (ET)

Abyssinia Baptist Church
4705 Addison Road
Capitol Heights, MD 20743



Tribute Wall

| WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU GRANDMA -84,

Satoriea - August 08, 2024 at 01:57 PM

Bernada Sorry to hear about your Mother my condolences to you &
the family your friend Tonya Parker

Tonya Parker - July 19, 2024 at 06:00 PM

Momma Barbara Bassett had such a big heart. Always giving
encouragement to everyone. She would show the love of God when
you knew you had done something wrong. She believed in family
unity. No one was a stranger to her. | remember when | had my son,
she gave me motherly advice and she never looked down at me
because | was a teenager. She would say everything is going to be
alright. Rest well beautiful Job well done!

Terry Peoples-Hill - July 17, 2024 at 12:10 AM



| worked with Mrs. Bassett in the Community Recreation Division
(Walter Reed Army Medical Center)and she was the first person
you saw and met when you entered the office. There were three of
us and it was like a family (Mrs. Bassett (the grandma), Me (the
mom) and Sahara Henry (the daughter). She made the office
atmosphere so warm that not only did | look forward to going to
work, many of the WOUNDED WARRIORS (injured service
members/patients) would come in the office to talk to and hang out
with her.

She provided that LOVE and CARING they missed being away from
family and was so needed after them experiencing the effects and
results of war.

Harryette Irving - July 13, 2024 at 12:27 PM
Grandma, you were definitely a beautiful gem inside and out. That
beautiful smile and soft voice will always be in my memories of you.
Grandma, you were a true definition of a woman with class, grace,
dignity, love, God fearing and strength. I'm Going to Miss You

Young Lady, | LOVE YOU!! @

Nicole Peoples - July 06, 2024 at 12:41 AM

Nicole Peoples lit a candle in memory of ]

Barbara Bassett

Nicole Peoples - July 06, 2024 at 12:35 AM



We met Grandma when our son, Quentin started dating and married
Satoriea. She shared with us her fond memories of living in
Arkansas and her relationship with her father. She was always very
classy and dressed as if she was going somewhere important. Such
a beautiful smile & pleasant words adorned her witty personality.
She welcomed us with open arms and we instantly became family.
Even visiting over the years she remained the same. Love you
Grandma and we’ll miss you down here; but grateful that you’re in
the arms of God.

Love forever,

Cheryl & Peter Warren

Cheryl Warren - July 04, 2024 at 10:14 AM

We the March Family and Marshall-March Staff wish to extend our
deepest and heartfelt sympathy in the passing of your loved one.
Our prayers go out to you and your family in your time of loss. We
know and understand that you have received many expressions of
love and we will continue to lift you up in prayer. May the memories
you cherish of brighter and happier days help to ease your sorrow
and comfort you always.

Marshall-March Funeral Homes - July 02, 2024 at 04:46 PM



